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Introduction

To set high level strategies and management priorities, the Nature Conservation Act 1992

(Queensland) requires a management statement or management plan to be prepared for each of

Queensland 6 s n at i .Orhegplans pra strategic, management-oriented documents that focus on

mai ntaining or i mpr ovi nkeyvahes, anddeligerirtg ancapproprifate levieleof par k 6 s
service for its management.

Hinchinbrook Island National Park will be managed in accordance with this plan. This is in keeping with
the management principles, and supporting regulations, for each class of park as defined in the Nature
Conservation Act 1992 (Queensland) and the Recreation Areas Management Act 2006 (Queensland)
as well as other appropriate legislation i.e. Native Title Act 1993 (Commonwealth) and agreements (i.e.
Memorandum of Understanding, Indigenous Land Use Agreement). In addition, management decisions
will consider supporting thematic strategies, along with relevant government policies and procedures
such as the Implementation Framework for Ecotourism Facilities on National Parks.

Complementing this planist h e prasowdesnformation. Resource information is a compendium of
park information, a supporting document that contains background information aboutthep ar k 6 s
purpose, values, resources, and legal and administrative framework.

Management plans/statements and resource information are available on the National Parks, Sports
and Racing (NPSR) website at www.npsr.gld.gov.au.

The park incorporates Hinchinbrook Island National Park, Eva Island, Agnes Island and Haycock Island.


http://www.npsr.qld.gov.au/
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Values-Based Management Framework

The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) developed the Values-Based Management

Framework (VBMF), an adaptive management process, to manage thest at e6s di verse protec
estate. It provides structure for strategic planning, and incorporates key steps for monitoring progress,

evaluating performance, and reporting on the effectiveness of management actions over time. Based

on international best-practice standards, the VBMF ensures accountability and transparency for

Q P WS énanagement of protected areas.

A statewide assessment of over 1,000 reserves (12.5 million hectares) has identified fifty reserves as
priority parks, classifying 10 of these as iconic. Statewide benchmarking guides the allocation of
resources and sets the priorities for planning.

Park-level planning

The natural , cul tur al and soci al values of a reserve contr
area estate. To prepare management plans and statements, QPWS undertakes two assessment
processes to establish management priorities:

1. Avalues assessment to identify key values and assess their condition
2. Alevels of service (LoS) assessment to establish a current park-level LoS for each of the nine
management elements

Management plans and management statements outline the strategic management direction for
achieving a desired outcome to protect and manage these key values and to meet a LoS standard.
Thematic strategies and action plans are the next level of planning. Thematic strategies set clear and
measurable management objectives that feed into achievable tasks within an action plan. In Figure 1
the VBMF adaptive management flowchart shows how monitoring and evaluating ensures QPWS can
keep on track to achieve its goals and adapt as required. For more information about the QPWS VBMF
visit www.npsr.gld.gov.au.

Statewide Review _} State of the Parks Report

PARK LEVEL PLANNING

Resource Information Document

|
Management Plan / Statement
|
Thematic Strategy
i

Action Plan

Report Cards

Protected
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Management
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Figure 1. Flowchart illustrating the QPWS Values-Based Management Framework.


http://www.npsr.qld.gov.au/

Hinchinbrook Island National Park

Park overview

i i Goold Island
The park, including Agnes, Eva and Haycock ool Seacs

islands, is onesteslhndt he
national parks. Hinchinbrook Island,
Hinchinbrook Channel and the adjacent coastal
plain, are a unique part of the Wet Tropics
regiond and the park is one of the least
disturbed coastal environments in this region.
From mountains down to mangroves, the iy
pa r keéokgical communities are largely Netionallek
undisturbed. The park contains 54 regional
ecosystemsd 46 are O6o0of conce
6endangeredd, and four
in Queenslandds park s

EvaIsland

Hinchinbrook Island
National Park

Agnes Island]

Heath and shrubland communities are largely
confined to the high peaks and rocky &
escarpments, and often shrouded in cloud. . :,’h’f‘l»:
Eucalypt communities dominate between the ] AN
midslopes and alluvial flats, mixing with
melaleuca on swampier margins. Large areas

of sclerophyll woodlands, found onthe pa r k 0 |
alluvial flats and foothills, have been widely

cleared on the mainland.

,—/J

The luxuriant mangrove forests of Missionary Bay and Hinchinbrook Channel are among the largest
and richest of their type in Australia. Clear freshwater streams run into many serpentine estuaries and
the surrounding marine waters. The healthy condition of these waterways and wetlands makes them a
valuable habitat for freshwater and marine wildlife, including threatened stream-breeding frogs, dugong,
turtles and dolphins.

The parkd sndeveloped, tropical and isolated island settingd and exceptional scenic and natural
beautyd leaves visitors with feelings of remoteness and solitude, and in awe of wild nature. Many local
and international visitors come to walk and camp along the renowned 32km Thorsborne Trail, with its
superb views of the p a r kugged mountain backbone, secluded sweeps of beach and rocky
headlands, off-shore islands, vast mangrove forests, lush rainforest and hidden creeks and waterfalls.
Visitor numbers are managed to maintain the integrity of the p a r &pécgal remote and wild natural
qualities.

Theparkbs outstanding natur al and scenic values were rec
Barrier Reef World Heritage Area in 1981, under the UNESCO World Heritage Convention.

The park has few reminders of its early European history, including remnants of a coconut plantation at
The Haven and the wreck of a World War Il American bomber, which crashed on the slopes of Mt
Straloch.

Hinchinbrook Island National Park will continue to be conserved to protect its endemic and threatened

plants and animals, ecosystems, excepti onal scenic beauty, and visito
nature, many of these values having international significance. The park will be managed to meet

Australiad sbligations under the World Heritage Conventiond to care for, present and hand the park

down to future generations.
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Traditional Owners

The Traditional Owners have an enduring connection with the park and surrounding waters, including

ongoing use of country for cultural resources and activities, as well as commitments and cultural

obligations to manage the area. The stone fish traps at The Haven are possibly the largest and most

complex coastal fish traps in North Queensland, and middens, rock shelters and other reminders of
Aboriginal peopl eds pr es e npak,TheQueensibrml Parkd and Wiklldewh er e o n
Service (QPWS) has a strong partnership with the Girringun Aboriginal Corporation, the body

representing Traditional Owners, backed by formal and informal agreements.

Girringunés | and and sea Vvision

Our land and sea country is special and of great importance to all our people; our ancestors

and all our generations past, present and future. As the Traditional Owners of Bandjin, Djiru,
Girramay,Gulnay, Gugu Badhun, Nywaigi, Warrgamay and Warungnu country, we are
working together, with all levels of government and other partners, to holistically look after and
care for our country.

Key management considerations

There are some key considerations that may affect management decisions for Hinchinbrook Island
National Park.

Resort lease

In 1978, a 75-year lease was granted (under the Land Act 1962) over part of the national park at Cape
Richards, to allow a small resort to be developed. This lease will continue to be supported to facilitate
ecotourism activities that are consistent with the existing purpose and conditions of the lease, and
which do not adversely impactontheparkdbs v al ues.

Esplanade (road reserve)

The Cassowary Coast Regional Council is responsible for managing an esplanade (road reserve),
which is not part of the national park, next to the leased area at Cape Richards. The esplanade may be
added to the national park in future.



World Heritage

Many of the p a r kafues are of global significance, and this is recognised by the park being included in
the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area (GBRWHA). The GBRWHA has been inscribed into the
World Heritage List of the Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural
Heritage. This listing confirms the Outstanding Universal Value of a cultural or natural property that
deserves protection for the benefit of all humanity.

The listing criteria for the Great Barrier Reef World Heritage Area, and how these criteria are supported
by the parkd s k e s, ane ahbwnén Table 1.

Table 1. UNESCO World Heritage Convention criteria Associated key value

Contains superlative natural phenomena or area of exceptional natural beauty and aesthetic
importance.

Ecosystems and biodiversity:

1 Wetlands, estuaries and
creeks

1 Rainforest communities

Outstanding examples representing major stages of Earth's history, including the record of Ecosystems and biodiversity:

life, significant on-going geological processes in the development of landforms, or significant
geomorphic or physiographic features.

Outstanding examples representing significant ongoing ecological and biological processes
in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine ecosystems
and communities of plants and animals.

Contains the most important and significant habitats for in-situ conservation of biological
diversity, including those containing threatened species of Outstanding Universal Value from
the point of view of science or conservation.

I Wetlands, estuaries and
creeks

Ecosystems and biodiversity:
1 Wetlands, estuaries and
creeks

Ecosystems and biodiversity:

1 Wetlands, estuaries and
creeks

1 Heathland, shrubland and
cypress communities

1 Rainforest communities

Recreational opportunities
9 Thorsborne Trail precinct

Ecosystems services
I Scenic and aesthetic value
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Key values

All parks and their values are important and contributetothest at e 6s compr ehensi ve
protected area estate. The Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service (QPWS) Values-Based Management
Framework provides a process for identifying and protecting the most important values, the key values,
and this directs the allocation of resources. Values fall within fourteen broad value categories. The

green icons in Figure 2 identify the value categories associated with the Great Sandy Area; the square
icons highlight the categories that contain one or more key value.

Figure 2: Value categories for Hinchinbrook Island National Parké salues

Indigenous Ecosystems & Ecosystems Species Scientific Educational Historic
biodiversity services research
Habitat for Habitat for Geophysical Geophysical Ecotourism Recreational Partnerships
significant significant features features opportunities
species species (marine) (terrestrial)
(terrestrial) (marine)

Note: Grey values have not been assessed or are not associated with the planning area.

The values assessment process identified seven key values, within four value categories, for
Hinchinbrook Island National Park. For each key value, the plan provides a value statement, an
assessment of aurhestcokditign anddrénd, arsadsessment of identified threats, a
desired outcome statement, and strategic management directions. QPWS continuously assesses the
effectiveness of management actions, and the condition of each value, through a cycle of monitoring
and evaluation.

Figure 3: Key to condition, trend and confidence icons

Condition Good Good with some concern Significant concern Critical
of key value 0000 LTS 1) (=1 L
The value is in good condition The value is likely to be The value is threatened by a The value is severely
and is likely to be maintained maintained over the long-term number of current and/or threatened. Urgent additional
for the foreseeable future, with minor additional potential threats. Significant large-scale conservation
provided that current measures conservation measures to additional conservation measures are required or the
are maintained address existing concerns measures are required to value may be lost

preserve the value over the
medium to long-term

Trend rating Improving Stable Deteriorating No consistent trend

of condition T —) l e

Confidence in Inferred Limited Adequate
assessment

and




















































































